IOWA COUNCIL@ HOMELESSNESS

November 18, 2016

To Whom It May Concern,

The lowa Council on Homelessness is in full support of updating the sections of the
lowa Code (16.41) and lowa Administrative Code (Chapters 16.41 and 16.42) that
pertain to the Shelter Assistance Fund and the Emergency Solutions Grant, in order to
allow the awarding of grants no less frequently than every two years.

Current rules for these programs require awards to be based on annual grant
competitions. The lowa Finance Authority administers the two programs based on
these current rules. The lowa Finance Authority is seeking changes to these programs
in order to allow the possibility of holding grant competitions only every other year,
rather than every year. This change is sought as part of an overall review and update of
current grant competition processes. The change is sought to achieve two main goals:

1) Simplify the grant competition process and reduce the administrative burden
on both the lowa Finance Authority and on applicant agencies.

2) Increase stability in recipient agencies by providing recipient agencies with
longer-term awards and more time to plan ahead for anticipated funding.

The lowa Council on Homelessness is a 38-member statewide governor-appointed
volunteer advisory body. One of its duties according to statute is as follows: “Develop
a process for evaluating state policies, programs, statutes, and rules to determine
whether any state policies, programs, statutes, or rules should be revised to help
prevent and alleviate homelessness.” This letter of support is submitted according to
this duty of the council.

Sincerely,

Ben Brustkern
Chair, lowa Council on Homelessness

Theresa Armstrong
lowa Department of Human Services

Diogenes Ayala
Simpson College

Allan Axeen
Coralville, lowa

Zebulon Beilke-McCallum
lowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Steven Benne
lowa Economic Development Authority

Julie Bergeson
lowa Department on Aging

David Binner
Wells Fargo

Jessica Bleile
Opening Doors

Paige Boyer
City of lowa City

Bill Brand
lowa Department of Human Rights

Anne Brown
lowa Department of Corrections

Ben Brustkern (Chair)
Cedar Valley Friends of the Family

Christina Canganelli
Shelter House

Jamie Cashman
lowa State Association of Counties

Chris Coleman
lowa League of Cities

Carrie Dunnwald
Emergency Residence Project

Mariliegh Fisher
Community Housing Initiatives

Karin Ford (Vice-Chair)
lowa Department of Public Health

David Hagen

Hawkeye Area Community Action Program

Kristine Harris
Consumer Representative

Ann Hearn
Linn County Community Services

Sandra Johnson
lowa Department of Education

Rhonda Jordal
Family Alliance for Veterans of America

Dennis Lauterbach
Lutheran Services in lowa

Scott Mather
lowa Workforce Development

Wes Peterson
lowa Finance Authority

Donna Phillips
lowa Office of the Attorney General

Joanie Poore
Heartland Family Services

Ashley Schwalm
Family Resources

Bob Steben
lowa Department of Veteran Affairs

Deborah Stine
lowa Department of Public Safety

Anthony Timm
Amerihealth Caritas

Roberta Wahl
Des Moines Area Community College

Tim Wilson (Secretary)
Home Forward lowa

Mike Wood
Mental Health Association of Siouxland

Amber Lewis, Manager
lowa Finance Authority

800.432.7230

515.725.4900
2015 Grand Avenue
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